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Breaking: DeWine Appoints New WSU Student Trustee
Makenzie Hoeferlin
August 2, 2021
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine appointed Rahul Shah, a biological sciences major at Wright State, to
serve as a student trustee on WSU’s Board of Trustees, according to a university release.

Positive Impact
Shah was appointed for a two year term that will end June 30, 2023. He replaces medical
student Olivia Sneary, whose term expired June 30, 2021.
Shah will join other student trustee Dhishant Asarpota, an M.D. candidate at WSU’s Boonshoft
School of Medicine.
Shah said he strives to make a positive impact, and this position will help him do that.
“Serving as a student trustee on the Wright State Board of Trustees will give me the opportunity
to make a great, lasting positive impact on Wright State,” Shah said.
In addition to serving on the board, Shah is an active member of the community. He serves as a
lab assistant, is a peer tutor in Tutoring Services and will join the Dean’s Circle in the College of
Science and Mathematics this fall.
Shah is a University Honors Program student, a member of the Student Honors Association and
is the incoming treasurer of the C.J. McLin Jr. Honors Scholars Association and the Pre-Health
Society, according to the release. He also served as the treasurer of the Indian Student
Association in 2020.
He volunteered at the Soin Medical Center for the past five years and with C.J. McLin Jr. Honors
Scholars Association for organizations in the Dayton community.
WSU’s Board of Trustees is composed of nine voting members, two student trustees and four
national trustees.
Each year, a new trustee is appointed by the governor of Ohio to fill the spot of a retiring trustee.
Student trustees are appointed to two-year terms and act as the voice of the student body
during Board of Trustees meetings.

“The process is completely controlled by the Governor’s office,” WSU Director of
Communications Seth Bauguess previously told The Guardian. “Individuals interested in serving
make an application through the state of Ohio. ”

Who are the Board of Trustees
Voting Members:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Tom Gunlock — Chair
Marty Grunder — Vice Chair
Andrew Platt — Secretary
Sean T. Fitzpatrick
Michael C. Bridges
Douglas A. Fecher
Dawn conway
Bruce Langos
William W. Montgomery

Student Trustees:
●
●

Rahul Shah
Dhishant Asarpota

National Trustees:
●
●
●
●

Anuj Goyal
Ricky peters
Vishal Soin
Brittany c. Whiteside

Nominations Open for SGA Speaker of the House Until Friday
Makenzie Hoeferlin
August 3, 2021
Nominations for Student Government Association (SGA) Speaker of the House will be open
until Friday, August 6 at 5 p.m. Any student can nominate themselves or another individual for
this position.
Directly following nominations, elections for the position will take place August 9-13. Voting will
open at 8 a.m. on Monday and close by 5 p.m. Friday. Elections will be conducted on SGA’s
Engage page.
“Just like you have a senator for a college, you have the Speaker of the House for student
organizations,” said Student Body President Johnathan Ciero.
The Speaker of the House is responsible for being the voice of student organizations to SGA.
This person also leads the House of Representatives, which is made up of every student
organization registered with Student Involvement and Leadership.
“To be a part of SGA for me, it’s all about making change for the better. I’ve always grown up
and lived on the idea that anytime you come to something you always want to lead it and make
it better than what it was before,” Ciero said. “I have the same idea when it comes to SGA and
this university.”
To run for Speaker of the House, a student must currently be a member of a student
organization registered through the Student Involvement and leadership office.
More information about the Speaker of the House responsibilities can be found in the SGA
bylaws.
To submit a nomination, click here >>

Breaking: WSU Lifts Summer Long Water Warning
Jamie Naylor
August 3, 2021
Wright State University (WSU) Environmental Health and Safety Board announced the end of a
semester-long water emergency after test results showed no significant water contamination.

Contamination
In a campus-wide communication, WSU announced the end of a months-long water warning.
The warning, originally issued in mid-June, was paused then reinstated in July. It was caused by
an HVAC system construction accident. According to university officials, contractors who did not
have the proper dig permits accidentally dug into a pipe containing ethylene glycol, a toxic and
dangerous substance used in HVAC systems. Cross-contamination concerns with the campus
water system ensued.

Testing
To ensure water safety, the WSU environmental health and safety board conducted testing
every couple of weeks in July, in addition to repeatedly flushing the water system. The first test,
conducted right after the leak was identified, showed no cross-contamination causing the
original warning to be lifted for a two-week period. The second test in July showed levels of
ethylene glycol, over four times the safe amount, in the water system.

The second set of test results prompted the water warning to be reinstated, the campus pool
closure and additional testing.
READ MORE: New Water Warning Issued, Toxic Substance Found in WSU Water
According to WSU communication, the third round of testing only showed water contamination
in two buildings, Biological Sciences I and II.

The results for the fourth test, taking place on July 19, showed that the levels of ethylene glycol
in the water system are below the detectable amount, prompting the lifting of the water advisory.

WSU Sees Lowest Number of Registered Student Orgs in Three Years
Jamie Naylor
August 4, 2021
With an expected return to campus in Fall 2021, Wright State University (WSU) sees a
significant drop in registered student organizations.

Student Involvement and Leadership data
Student involvement is often seen as essential to the college experience. At the beginning of the
pandemic, some of these experiences were cut short due to a move to virtual platforms.
WSU plans on reinstating in-person events and moving organizational activities to an in-person
format starting Fall 2021.
READ MORE: New Policies: 5 Things to Know Before Returning to Campus
Despite going back to a face-to-face format, not all student organizations and clubs are
returning.
According to Student Involvement and Leadership (SIL) data, in 2019 a total of 152 student
organizations including sport clubs, sororities and fraternities and residential organizations were
active. In 2020 the total came to 124 organizations and in 2021 just 89 organizations are
registered.

All coordinating organizations, the largest organizations on campus that include Student
Government and the Black Student Union, are active for the fall semester, according to this
data.
Courtney Laukitis, program manager for student organizations, attributes this decline to a
multitude of factors including the coronavirus pandemic, limited communication options and
uncertainty for Fall 2021.
“As much as I would like to say that it has to do with COVID-19, I think it has more to do with the
fact that we have been relying on email communication only to our student organizations for the
past year and a half,” Laukitis wrote.
To overcome some of these obstacles Laukitis created the new program titled Student
Organization Registration and Training or SORT. Leaders of student organizations must
complete this training for their organization to be active on campus.
Through the SORT program’s regular offering and return to campus, Laukitis hopes to bolster
student involvement.
“My hope is that this year our students are able to connect to student organizations of shared
interests and talents and we can see higher levels of involvement on campus,” Laukitis wrote.

Greek Life
WSU’s robust but non-traditional Greek Life saw peak involvement in 2019 with 22 total
fraternities and sororities. Now, only 18 remain.
According to Gina Keucher, program director for fraternity and sorority life, three of these
organizations, Lambda Chi Alpha, Beta Phi Omega and Delta Sigma Theta are not active
because of recruitment issues.
This decline in interest is attributed to switching to an online format due to COVID-19.
“When Wright State had to go online, we noticed even another huge drop. [If] I’m not with my
sisters and my brothers, it definitely causes a disconnect for students,” Brittany Zazueta,
president of the College Panhellenic Council, said.
Zazueta elaborated that she is working with Greek life organizations this fall to increase
recruitment and lower costs for students, hoping to bolster enrollment.
Suspended until 2023 due to a hazing incident that occurred in 2019 Zeta Phi Beta is the fourth
greek life organization not returning this fall, according to SIL.
“It’s [hazing], something of course, that happens sadly still, but I think Wright State is doing a
great job of finding out when it does. We have access to ways to get help, to report, to have
support,” Zazueta said.
WSU has a zero-tolerance hazing policy for any student organization. In addition to WSU’s
policy, Ohio Governor Mike Dewine recently signed Collin’s Law, a law that strictly penalizes
hazing.
READ MORE: DeWine Signs Collin’s Law, Enacting Stricter Penalties for Hazing

Breaking: WSU Reinstates Indoor Mask Mandate
Makenzie Hoeferlin
August 4, 2021
Effective August 5, all Wright State University (WSU) students, faculty, staff and visitors are
required to wear a face mask when inside campus buildings regardless of vaccination status.
WSU President Sue Edwards announced the news in a campus-wide email Wednesday
afternoon.
Masks are not mandated outdoors when a six-foot distance can be maintained.
The new mask policy is based on recent guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
and state and local authorities.
“It reflects the spread of the highly contagious Delta Variant, which has become the most
common form of the coronavirus in Ohio and in the United States,” according to the
announcement
The email also cites rising coronavirus cases in the counties surrounding the campus and the
fact that the delta variant can be transmitted by fully vaccinated individuals as other reasons to
reinstate the mask mandate.
“Masking adds another layer of protection for employees, students, and visitors,” according to
the announcement.
The email strongly encourages students, staff and faculty to get vaccinated and to take these
precautions:
●
●
●
●

Stay home if you have symptoms of COVID-19.
Stay six feet apart from others who don’t live with you.
Avoid crowds and poorly ventilated indoor spaces.
Wash your hands often with soap and water. Use hand sanitizer if soap and water aren’t
available.

The university continues to update WSU coronavirus information and case numbers on its
website.
As of August 2, the university recorded two asymptomatic coronavirus cases on the Dayton
Campus.

WSU is one of several universities in Ohio to revisit masking policies approaching the fall
semester. The University of Dayton reinstated its indoor mask mandate on August 2. Several
other public universities such as The Ohio State University quickly followed.
WSU’s email announcement did not mention how long the indoor mask mandate would last.

Should College Athletes Be Paid? WSU Athletes and Coaches Weigh In
Kaylee Raines
August 5, 2021
Legislation is being passed on the local and national level to allow college athletes to profit from
their contributions to their respective universities. Some Wright State University (WSU) student
athletes and staff believe that this change is mainly positive but has the potential for conflict if
not clearly outlined.

Highlighting the legislation
On July 1, the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) announced an interim policy that
allows student athletes from all three NCAA divisions to monetize their name, image and
likeness as long as it is consistent with their school’s local and state laws.
Gov. Mike Dewine signed legislation on June 18 that prohibits universities or athletic
conferences from punishing student athletes for monetizing their athletic contributions.
Therefore, WSU student athletes are legally eligible for this compensation.

WSU student athletes’ opinions
WSU volleyball player Megan Alders is eager to learn more about the new legislation, but has
concerns about the distribution of funds.
“I am not opposed to colleges that are profitable compensating their student-athletes, however, I
do still believe each athlete should be compensated equally. It takes each one of those athletes
to make that team strong enough to bring those fans and generate that revenue. When you play
for a team, you play for every single person on that bench. Everyone is a part of that, win or
lose,” Alders said.
On the contrary, WSU basketball player Tanner Holden believes that the profitability of athletics
will bring forth positive change and professional growth for student athletes.
“Being able to profit from name, image and likeness sets college athletes up for their future after
they’re done playing,” Holden said.

WSU coach weighs in

WSU Head Baseball Coach Alex Sogard believes that profitability will enhance the already
competitive and professional skills that WSU athletes receive.
“I believe that college athletics is a grand branding avenue for universities and the more
successful they are, the more marketing they bring to each university,” Sogard said.
Sogard also asserts that the competitive nature of athletics has mentally prepared athletes for
their professional careers.
“I think that sports can help you be successful in life. They teach you how to work together as a
team, they teach you struggle, they teach you how to deal with failure and they teach you that if
you work hard, you have a chance for success, Just like in the real world. In my opinion, sports
help our student-athletes have success once they graduate because they know how to work
hard, they know how to deal with struggles and they know how to work on a team. Our
student-athletes have become competitive in all that they put their hands on, whether it is on the
field or in the classroom,” Sogard said.

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Tipps
Maxwell Patton
August 6, 2021
Dr. James Tipps has been teaching choir at Wright State University (WSU) for over 20 years,
where he has learned a great deal about himself and others.
“Don’t be arrogant about what you do know. Be humble about what you don’t know,” said Tipps.
Tipps was hired by WSU in the fall of 1992 after being convinced by an esteemed music
education professor that he should only apply to jobs he thought he would really like to take.
WSU at the time was looking for a choral instructor with plenty of experience who was also a
skilled pianist.
“It was like they wrote the job description for me,” Tipps said.

Rural beginnings
Growing up in Lynchburg, Tenn., Tipps had been interested in music from a young age.
“I drove my parents crazy when I was four or five because I wanted to learn how to play the
piano,” he explained. “When I was eight, I was playing the organ in church.”
This upbringing did not allow him to be fully immersed in classical music, which he often teaches
now at WSU.
“I’d never really thought about becoming a music teacher until I got to college,” said Tipps.
At this point in his life, he was majoring in math and computer science. However, a change of
heart caused him to switch majors. Tipps holds degrees in music education from Tennessee
Technological University, Georgia Southern University and Florida State University. He also
studied at the British Kodaly Academy.

A gained appreciation for the arts
To Tipps, his college years were valuable in helping to solidify his adoration for the arts.
“I had my first opera that I went to, and I was like ‘wow! Why didn’t somebody tell me it was like
this?’ I’d always just heard opera made fun of,” said Tipps.

Tipps holds a firm belief that music education is vital for everyone regardless of what career
path they are following.
“Music education is important to learn not just to be performing, but to be able to appreciate
music of all kinds,” Tipps said. “I had no classical background until I was in college, but there
were things that I didn’t come to appreciate even after getting a music education degree.”
Some of these genres included jazz and country music, which Tipps did not learn to appreciate
until later on in his life.
“Years ago, I was a real snob, but coming to understand the expressive qualities that are in lots
of music, like the Beatles. There’s lots of human emotion and aesthetics. Aesthetics, of course,
refers to the music. What is beautiful? And that there are many different kinds of music that
have real significant aesthetic qualities that we as teachers need to be passing along to our
students so that they’re able to work and understand that there’s not just beauty in one thing but
there are lots of different kinds,” said Tipps.

Touring with the Capella group
Tipps has been teaching Men’s Chorale and University Chorus at WSU, and he has also been
instructing the Kettering Children’s Choir group Capella. This group has traveled all over the
world in recent years, performing in areas such as St. Mark’s Basilica in Venice, the American
Cemetery at France’s Omaha Beach and the National Cathedral in D.C.
This experience is always fascinating for him, as he enjoys meeting other tourists from around
the world when Capella is touring. Utilizing home stays also allows the group to gain plenty of
insight into what life is like in all of the different countries they visit.

Tipps’ advice to music students
When asked what advice he has for music students, Tipps had a simple response.
“You need to look at what you want to be when you get through,” he explained. “Not just with
passing classes, but to look at the overall end purpose.”
He advises those students to prepare for what’s ahead in their chosen career path and to look
for opportunities to gain experience. Finally, he recommends that they look over posted job
descriptions and also consider their endgame.

“Where do I want to be not just five years from now, with my first job, but where do I want to be
in 15 or 20 years? What kind of job would I like to have and how can I get there?” said Tipps.

